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(57) ABSTRACT

A vehicle operating condition profile can be determined over
agiven route while also considering imposed constraints such
as deviation from time targets, deviation from maximum gov-
erned speed limits, etc. Given current vehicle speed, engine
state and transmission state, the present disclosure optimally
manages the engine map and transmission to provide a rec-
ommended vehicle operating condition that optimizes fuel
consumption in transitioning from one vehicle state to a target
state. Exemplary embodiments provide for offline and online
optimizations relative to fuel consumption. The benefit is
increased freight efficiency in transporting cargo from source
to destination by minimizing fuel consumption and maintain-
ing drivability.
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD OF VEHICLE
OPERATING CONDITION MANAGEMENT

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application Nos. 61/426,988, filed Dec. 23, 2010, and
61/432,736, filed Jan. 14, 2011, each of which is hereby
incorporated by reference in their entirety.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was made with government support under
“Recovery Act-System Level Demonstration of Highly Effi-
cient and Clean, Diesel Powered Class 8 Trucks (Su-
pertruck),” Program Award Number DE-EE0003403
awarded by the Department of Energy (DOE). The govern-
ment has certain rights in the invention.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This disclosure relates to the economization of fuel con-
sumption during vehicle operation. More particularly, this
disclosure relates to balancing vehicle speed targets and gear
selection to optimize fuel consumption.

BACKGROUND

As a vehicle traverses a given route, fuel economy can be
significantly influenced by the way an operator selects vehicle
speed. An aggressive operator that creates rapid transitions in
speed while maintaining the maximum allowable speed limit
through the route (legal, fleet owner imposed, etc.), will likely
notachieve the maximum fuel economy potential of the route.
Generally, vehicle operators rely upon speedometers and
tachometers to inform themselves of their vehicle’s current
operating condition, with fuel purchase patterns providing
some measure of economy. Speed regulating systems are
occasionally employed that compare actual vehicle speed to
pre-set values and such systems can be somewhat effective in
monitoring and controlling vehicle performance over a given
course. These speed regulating systems generally allow a
vehicle operator to select a set-speed, and the system moni-
tors actual vehicle speed in relation to the set-speed, control-
ling engine performance in order to maintain actual vehicle
speed at the set-speed. Speed regulation is effectuated by
regulating fuel flow to the vehicle’s engine by detecting
deviation from the set-speed and adjusting the fuel flow to
reduce or eliminate the deviation. If the speed regulating
system detects an under-speed condition, such as might occur
while the vehicle traverses up a hill, the system commands an
increase in fuel flow to increase vehicle speed. Alternatively,
if the system detects an over-speed condition, such as might
occur while the vehicle traverses down a hill, the system
commands a decrease in fuel flow to decrease vehicle speed.

SUMMARY

According to some embodiments of the present disclosure,
amethod is provided for vehicle operating condition manage-
ment for a vehicle. The method includes accessing predeter-
mined vehicle parameter data indicative of at least one pre-
determined vehicle parameter, the at least one predetermined
vehicle parameter including at least one of vehicle mass,
vehicle drag, vehicle rolling resistance, tire circumference,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

2

front area of vehicle, powertrain torque loss, and engine fric-
tion. The method further includes accessing road terrain data
indicative of at least one road terrain element, the at least one
road terrain element including at least one of speed limit
changes, off ramp locations, fueling locations, road grade, air
density and traffic congestion. The method further includes
performing a first optimization wherein one or more vehicle
optimization vectors are determined. The method addition-
ally includes accessing current vehicle operating data indica-
tive of at least one current vehicle operating condition, said at
least one current vehicle operating condition including cur-
rent vehicle speed, a lower vehicle speed target to be reached,
travel time, and a distance to travel before reaching the lower
vehicle speed target. And the method includes accessing the
offline vehicle optimization vectors, determining vehicle
power, and performing a second optimization wherein an
optimized vehicle operating condition is determined, said the
optimized vehicle operating condition comprising vehicle
speed, the determining vehicle power being based on the
current vehicle operating condition data and the terrain ele-
ment data.

According to other embodiments of the present disclosure,
a system is provided for vehicle operating condition manage-
ment for a vehicle. The system includes a vehicle parameter
module containing data indicative of at least one predeter-
mined vehicle parameter, the at least one predetermined
vehicle parameter including at least one of vehicle mass,
vehicle drag, vehicle rolling resistance, tire circumference,
front area of vehicle, powertrain torque loss, and engine fric-
tion. The system further includes a road terrain element mod-
ule containing data indicative of at least one road terrain
element, the at least one road terrain element including at
least one of speed limit changes, off ramp locations, fueling
locations, road grade, air density and traffic congestion. The
system additionally includes a vehicle operating condition
module containing data indicative of at least one current
vehicle operating condition, the at least one current vehicle
operating condition including current vehicle speed, lower
vehicle speed target to be reached, travel time, and distance to
travel before reaching lower vehicle speed target to be
reached. And the system includes a vehicle operating condi-
tion management module adapted to perform a first optimi-
zation wherein one or more vehicle optimization vectors are
determined, determine vehicle power based on the current
vehicle operating condition data and the road terrain element
data, and perform a second optimization wherein an opti-
mized vehicle operating condition is determined, the opti-
mized vehicle operating condition comprising vehicle speed.

Additional embodiments of the present disclosure provide
a system and method for vehicle operating condition man-
agement to be implemented in computer programmable soft-
ware and stored in computer readable media.

The above and/or other aspects, features and/or advantages
of'various embodiments will be further appreciated in view of
the following description in conjunction with the accompa-
nying figures. Various embodiments can include and/or
exclude different aspects, features and/or advantages where
applicable. In addition, various embodiments can combine
one or more aspect or feature of other embodiments where
applicable. The descriptions of aspects, features and/or
advantages of particular embodiments should not be con-
strued as limiting other embodiments or the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and/or other exemplary features and advantages
of the preferred embodiments of the present disclosure will
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become more apparent through the detailed description of
exemplary embodiments thereof with reference to the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a system diagram for a vehicle operating condi-
tion management system in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is an input/output flow diagram for a vehicle oper-
ating condition management module in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment; and

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram depicting method steps for vehicle
operating condition management in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment.

Throughout the drawings, like reference numbers and
labels should be understood to refer to like elements, features,
and structures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Exemplary embodiments of the present disclosure will
now be described more fully with reference to the accompa-
nying drawings. The matters exemplified in this description
are provided to assist in a comprehensive understanding of
various embodiments disclosed with reference to the accom-
panying figures. Accordingly, those of ordinary skill in the art
will recognize that various changes and modifications of the
embodiments described herein can be made without depart-
ing from the scope and spirit of the claimed inventions.
Descriptions of well-known functions and constructions are
omitted for clarity and conciseness. To aid in clarity of
description, the terms “upper,” “lower,” “above,” “below,”
“left” and “right,” as used herein, provide reference with
respect to orientation of the accompanying drawings and are
not intended to be limiting.

In situations where a change in vehicle speed may occur,
such as when approaching a speed limit change, road egress,
traffic light or slowed traffic pattern, prior knowledge of the
impending change can be used to minimize fuel consumption.
Exemplary embodiments of the systems and methods of the
present disclosure are directed to determine appropriate
vehicle operating condition references (such as target speed
and gear references) to maximize the fuel economy potential
of the vehicle over a given route while also considering
imposed constraints such as route traverse time targets, maxi-
mum governed speed limits, etc. Given a recommended
vehicle speed target, current vehicle speed, engine state and
transmission state, the present disclosure manages the engine
map and transmission to provide a recommended vehicle
operating condition that optimizes fuel consumption in tran-
sitioning from one vehicle state to a target state. One benefit
of optimizing fuel management is increased freight efficiency
in transporting cargo from source to destination.

To assist in the determination of appropriate operating
condition references, applicants introduce a Cycle Efficiency
Management (CEM) module that employs control processes
to furnish an operator with anticipated and currently desired
vehicle operational behavior to optimize fuel economy. The
CEM control processes focus on powertrain components
such as engine, transmission, accessories, final drive, wheels
and vehicle. The processes interface with the operator to
provide guidance as to appropriate vehicle speed/power tar-
gets and transmission gear selection targets. The CEM mod-
ule is useful in conditioning an operator to optimize behavior
based on certain performance criteria.

FIG. 1 is a system diagram for a vehicle operating condi-
tion management system 100 in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the systems and methods of the present
disclosure. System 100 is integrated into a vehicle 109, such
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as a truck or automobile, having an engine and transmission
111 including a plurality of gears into which the transmission
can be shifted automatically by a transmission control unit
115 or manually by a driver of the vehicle. Generally, prede-
termined vehicle parameters 110, current vehicle operating
conditions 120, and terrain profile data/information 130 are
input into a CEM module 101 via control area network (CAN)
communications module 104 and then used by a vehicle
operating condition management module 105 to determine a
recommendation for a vehicle operating condition, such as
establishing vehicle speed and transmission gear. The recom-
mendation to change vehicle operating condition is based on
an expected forthcoming change in a vehicle speed event and
communicated to the vehicle operator and/or the vehicle sys-
tems, such as, for example, the vehicle engine control module
and vehicle transmission. In addition to other components,
CEM module 101 contains vehicle operating condition man-
agement module 105, and may also include a central proces-
sor and database. Communication equipment/modules 104
can be provided to enable input data, such as road terrain data,
to be transmitted to the central processor for monitoring and
control. CEM module 101 may include a vehicle parameter
module 150 adapted to receive vehicle parameters 110, a
vehicle operating condition module 160 adapted to receive
current vehicle operating conditions 120, a road terrain mod-
ule 170 adapted to receive road terrain element data 130 and
an operator interface 180 to receive optional operator input
140. Exemplary embodiments provide for at least a portion of
the road terrain data to be provided as GPS data to a GPS unit
131, which can supply data in advance of an operation or
forthcoming positions or in real-time as the vehicle is oper-
ated and route traversed. Alternate embodiments provide for
road terrain data to be maintained in computer storage 103
and downloaded to the CEM module prior to the start of a trip
or transmitted wirelessly over-the-air at any time, for
example, by using cellular technology. The CEM module 101
enables operator input 140 in order to provide a degree of
control for vehicle operators and thus improve driveability. In
operation, the operator programs one or more preferences for
how they desire the vehicle to behave during the course of the
route. Using this control mode, the operator can, amongst
other things, specify such preferences as travel time 224
desired to traverse the route, distance to use in acquiring
current vehicle operating conditions (distance interval),
upper speed limit 225, and lower speed target or limit 223.
Exemplary embodiments provide for managing the vehicle
operating condition to optimize fuel consumption given the
travel time constraint. Exemplary embodiments provide for
the operator to specify preferences via display 107 that is
adapted to, amongst other things, indicate optimized vehicle
operating conditions to a vehicle operator. Exemplary
embodiments provide for an engine control module (ECM)
102 to be separate from the CEM module 101; alternate
embodiments provide for the CEM module 101 and the ECM
102 to form an integrated unit. Likewise, modules 150, 160,
170, and 180 may be separate from CEM module 101.

FIG. 2 is an input/output flow diagram for a vehicle oper-
ating condition management module 105 in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the systems and methods of the
present disclosure. FIG. 2 illustrates system inputs to vehicle
operating condition management module 105, which pro-
cesses the inputs to determine the vehicle operating condi-
tion, which includes, amongst other things, a transmission
gear recommendation 250 and/or a vehicle speed recommen-
dation 260. System inputs are received by CEM module 101,
which then enables vehicle operating condition management
module 105 via an enable/disable signal 201. The enable/
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disable signal 201 provides for disabling the vehicle operat-
ing condition management system in response to an operator-
initiated event. Data indicative of at least one vehicle
parameter 110 is received as an input to vehicle operating
condition management module 105 via CEM module 101, for
example, input to the vehicle parameter module 150. The
vehicle parameter data 110 includes data signifying or repre-
senting, for example, vehicle mass 211, vehicle drag 212,
vehicle rolling resistance 213, drive train resistive force at
lower gear 214, tire circumference 215, vehicle front area
216, engine friction 217, powertrain torque loss 218, driveline
ratio, and/or axle loading, which in exemplary embodiments
provide three values corresponding to loading on the steer
tire, drive tire and trailer tires. The driveline ratio comprises a
secondary gearing used in mechanically coupling the trans-
mission to the wheels and is available in certain but not all
vehicles. When a driveline ratio is available then the ratio is
considered by the downspeed coasting management module
105 in gearing recommendations communicated to the trans-
mission control unit 115. Vehicle parameter data may include
actual values of each of these parameters, such as a vehicle
mass value, a drag value, and/or a rolling resistance value.
Exemplary embodiments provide for engine friction data 217
to be supplied by an engine friction map look-up table (LUT)
containing engine friction data obtained, for example, by
engine performance measurements under various speed/
torque combinations versus fuel consumed. The Engine fric-
tion map LUT embodies the relationship between engine
torque, engine speed and engine fueling. Separate engine
friction data is available for conditions when engine braking
is enabled or when engine braking is disabled. Data indicative
of at least one current vehicle operating condition 120 is also
received as an input to the vehicle operating condition man-
agement module 105 via CEM module 101, for example,
input to the vehicle operating condition module 160. The
operating condition data 120 includes data signifying or rep-
resenting current vehicle speed 221, a lower vehicle speed
target to be reached 222, and a distance to travel 223 before
reaching/achieving the lower vehicle speed target, travel or
trip time 224, upper speed limit 225, and gear 226. Exemplary
embodiments provide for vehicle operating condition data to
be acquired via a vehicle monitoring and positional system,
such as a GPS unit 131, and/or provided by the operator.
Exemplary embodiments provide for operating condition and
route terrain data to be dynamically acquired in real-time, or
through “foresight” or look-ahead windows of a discrete dis-
tance, such as, for example, 2 miles. In acquiring operating
condition and route terrain data in discrete segments, as the
vehicle moves through a unit distance interval, informational
data is acquired and the system updated to, amongst other
things, correct for deviations from planned trip traversal, such
as route deviations, changes in vehicle speed, changes in
traffic patterns, etc. The window can be set at a predetermined
default interval and/or can be adjustable by the operator.
Window size is selected based upon desired data resolution
and speed of processing. Data indicative of at least one road
terrain element 130 is also received as an input to the vehicle
operating condition management module 105 via CEM mod-
ule 101, for example, to the road terrain module 170. The road
terrain element data 130 includes data signifying or repre-
senting speed limit changes 231, off-ramp locations 232,
fueling locations 233, road grade 234, air density 235, traffic
patterns or congestion 236, position 237 and elevation 238.
Exemplary embodiments provide for speed limit and road
terrain data to be furnished by data vendors, such as, for
example, E-Horizon™ and NAVTEQ Traffic™ systems;
positional-based systems, such as a GPS, can provide data on
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vehicle position 237. Road terrain element data 130, such as
route grade 234, elevation 238, speed limit changes 231 and
fueling station locations 233 can be obtained ahead of time to
provide a course snapshot of the entire route. Outputs from
vehicle operating condition management module 105 include
a determination of a recommended gear 250, recommended
speed 260, and driver or operator score 270.

FIG. 3 is a flow diagram depicting the steps of a method for
vehicle operating condition management in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment. The method includes two steps:
first, an offline, i.e., first, coarse evaluation and optimization
is performed over the full drive cycle/route; then second,
during drive cycle execution, fine-tuned refinements are peri-
odically achieved using a moving look-ahead window during
anonline, i.e., second, optimization. Prior to deployment, the
vehicle’s operating condition management system 100 is ini-
tialized with known route and vehicle data, step 300. The
system 100 can be initialized prior to the operator’s arrival or
initiated by an action by the operator, such as, for example,
pressing a button on a user interface to start the optimization.
An operator, or an external source such as a central database,
supplies the vehicle with a trip destination and planned route
and trip time; known road terrain element data 130 are
acquired via the operator, a database, or data vendor, as
described above. Exemplary embodiments provide for the
operator to enter vehicle parameters 110 and preferences for
how the vehicle should behave on the route. Alternatively, or
in conjunction with operator entry, vehicle parameters can be
provided by a database containing vehicle information. Fur-
ther, road terrain element data 130, such as route grade 234,
speed limit changes 231 and fueling station locations 233 can
be obtained ahead of time to provide an offline snapshot of the
entire route. The data is then processed in a first, offline
optimization to provide an estimate of the full cycle travel
time 224 and fuel economy, along with vehicle operating
condition vectors comprising an optimized course route
velocity and gear state references, that is, vehicle optimiza-
tion vectors. Exemplary embodiments employ a weighting
function in determining optimal speed to account for vehicle
momentum during downhill and uphill sections of the route.

The offline optimization employs a representation of the
vehicle, which in exemplary embodiments uses standard
vehicle modeling known to those of ordinary skill in the art.
One implementation employs a model wherein fuel con-
sumption over a given route is described through differential -
algebraic relationships that are a function of, amongst other
things, vehicle velocity and acceleration, gear, route grade,
vehicle powertrain and engine parameters. The model is opti-
mized for lowest cost by minimizing an estimate of fuel
consumption over the entire route using trip time 224 as an
operating constraint. This cost optimized vehicle model (cost
function) looks to select a vehicle speed and gear state as a
function of the route in order to minimize fuel consumption.
Exemplary embodiments minimize fuel consumption relative
to vehicle speed and gear state by accessing an engine map.

Power demanded by a vehicle is a function, primarily, of
the vehicle operating condition, which, among other things,
includes vehicle mass, vehicle speed, rolling resistance and
transmission gear, coupled with the instantaneous road con-
ditions (grade, drag, wind speed, air density, etc.). For
example, if either the speed or grade drops by traveling at a
lower speed or going downhill, less power will be required for
the vehicle to traverse a given distance. Accounting for sys-
tem inefficiencies, power can be translated into engine torque
and the vehicle’s system of gears translates vehicle speed to
engine speed. Thus, by knowing power demand and vehicle
speed, an appropriate transmission gear can be identified,
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which when coupled with engine speed and torque, a particu-
lar point on the engine map can be identified. A change in
engine speed location on the engine map will require a change
in engine torque to achieve the same output power. And for a
given point on the engine map, a certain amount of fuel will be
required. Thus, by changing the engine speed and toque point
we are changing how much fuel is needed to provide the same
output power. From realizing where we want to be on the
engine map, an equivalent vehicle speed and transmission
gear choice can be back-calculated. Accordingly, minimiza-
tion of fuel consumption can be realized by traversing the
engine map to find the appropriate engine speed and torque
combination to satisfy the power demand and minimizes fuel
consumption. Exemplary embodiments employ mathemati-
cal techniques to identify the minimum value of the cost
function in traversing the engine map. Such mathematical
minimization techniques are known to those of ordinary skill
in the art and can include, for example, techniques such as
Steepest Descent, Non-linear Programming, Genetic Algo-
rithms, etc.

Exemplary embodiments employ a continuously variable
transmission (CVT) that can change steplessly through an
infinite number of effective gear ratios; alternate embodi-
ments employ a discrete geared transmission. The results of
the offline optimization are stored as vehicle operating con-
dition vectors (vehicle optimization vectors) comprising ref-
erence speed and transmission gear recommendations asso-
ciated with the pre-planned route.

During travel, pre-planned routes are subject to operator
change as road conditions, weather, traffic, and other unex-
pected situations arise that necessitate route deviation. Such
deviations cause error in the offline optimization that was
executed during system initialization, step 300. Deviations
that impact vehicle speed, such as traffic patterns, are limiting
conditions that are operationally akin to a speed limit con-
straint. To account for off-nominal deviations and other con-
ditions that occur in real-time, the vehicle operating condition
management system 105 employs an online, fine optimiza-
tion process, an exemplary embodiment of which is as fol-
lows. As the vehicle is underway, route information is
obtained, step 310, via a vehicle monitoring and positional
system, such as a GPS unit 131, and/or provided by the
operator. Such route information confirms data obtained pre-
viously according to the planned route during offline optimi-
zation (step 300) and provides a basis for correction during
unplanned route deviations as the route is driven. Exemplary
embodiments provide for speed limit and road terrain data to
be furnished by data vendors, such as, for example, E-Hori-
zon™ and NAVTEQ Traffic™ systems, as described above.

As the route is traversed, the vehicle operating condition
management system 100 checks for the occurrence of a trip
window, step 320, which is defined by a discrete distance. At
each occurrence of a trip window the online optimization is
performed. As discussed above, exemplary embodiments
provide for operating condition and route terrain data to be
dynamically acquired in real-time through “foresight” or
look-ahead windows of a discrete distance, such as, for
example, 2 miles. In acquiring operating condition and route
terrain data in discrete segments as the vehicle moves through
aunit distance, informational data is acquired and the system
updated to, amongst other things, correct for deviations from
the offline optimization. The size or distance of the look-
ahead or trip window can be set at a default interval or adjust-
able by the operator. Window size is selected based upon the
desired data resolution and speed of processing. Exemplary
embodiments provide for offline optimization to run at a
coarse distance resolution, for example, 0.5 miles, whereas
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the online optimization runs at a fine resolution, for example,
0.1 miles, within its defined look-ahead window.

The online optimization process receives data from the
offline optimization process to satisfy the objective of mini-
mizing fuel consumption under the trip time constraint, step
330. Exemplary embodiments provide for determining new
vehicle operating condition vectors comprising velocity and
gear profiles as a function of distance for the entire route as
data within two vectors determined during the offline optimi-
zation, and which are determined in view of the engine map to
minimize fuel consumption. For example, the velocity vector
from the offline, coarse route is used to calculate the time
required to travel the distance of a given “look-ahead” win-
dow during online optimization. Thus, each time the online
optimization is performed it calculates a new velocity vector
derived from the offline pre-planned route, thus ensuring that
the trip time for the whole route will be satisfied. The online
optimization is refreshed each time the defined “look-ahead”
window distance is traversed. The online optimization
employs a representation of the vehicle that follows that of the
offline optimization and minimizes the cost function in a
similar way, that is, by traversing the engine map. And as
indicated above, the online optimization receives its data at a
fine resolution over a discrete section of the route, that is,
during the “look-ahead” window, within which the positional
and road terrain information devices provide a stream of data
that has been obtained in real-time. Outputs from the online
optimization are recommended reference speed and transmis-
sion gear.

During an online optimization “look-ahead” window, data
indicative of the current vehicle operating condition is
accessed, step 340. Current vehicle operating conditions
include, in addition travel time, the current vehicle speed, the
lower speed target, the upper speed limit and current trans-
mission gear. Exemplary embodiments provide for current
vehicle speed to be obtained from instrumentation on the
vehicle, such as, for example, a speedometer and/or a posi-
tional indicator, such as a GPS unit 131, which provides a
measure of change relative to position over time. Data indica-
tive of road terrain elements is accessed, step 350. Road
terrain elements include, but are not limited to route grade,
speed limit changes, off-ramp locations, fueling station loca-
tions, air density, traffic patterns, position and elevation. Data
indicative of predetermined vehicle parameters is accessed,
step 360. Predetermined vehicle parameters include, but are
not limited to, vehicle mass, vehicle drag, vehicle rolling
resistance, resistive force at lower gear, tire circumference,
vehicle front area, and engine map. Data indicative of road
terrain elements and predetermined vehicle parameters are
obtained primarily during system initialization, step 300, but
can be updated or changed at any time by the operator or via
network communication, such as wireless over-the-air trans-
missions, and during online optimization.

During online optimization the power demand at the cur-
rent state is determined, step 370. In exemplary embodi-
ments, one of many formulations of power, as would be
known to those of ordinary skill in the art, can be expressed as
a function of vehicle velocity (v), air density (p), vehicle drag
(C,), vehicle front area (A), rolling resistance (C,,), vehicle
mass (m), gravitational acceleration (g), and road grade (g),
provided by Equation I:

1 > . Equation I
Power = {zpCdAv + Cmgeos(9) + mgsm(@)}v
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Knowing power demand and vehicle speed, an appropriate
transmission gear can be identified, which when coupled with
engine speed and torque, determines a particular point on the
engine map. As discussed above, by changing the engine
speed and toque point we are changing how much fuel is
needed to provide the same output power. By realizing where
we want to be on the engine map, an equivalent vehicle speed
and transmission gear choice can be back-calculated. Accord-
ingly, minimization of fuel consumption can be realized by
traversing the engine map to find the appropriate engine speed
and torque to satisfy the power demand that minimizes fuel
consumption, which is then translated into vehicle operating
condition in terms of vehicle speed and gear, step 380. Thus,
the online optimization determines new vehicle operating
condition vectors over the engine map to minimize fuel con-
sumption

Outputs of the vehicle operating condition management
module 105 include a determination of the vehicle operating
condition, namely, a recommended gear 250, recommended
speed 260, and driver or operator score 270. The driver score
270 provides a measure of how well the vehicle operator
maintains the vehicle at the recommended speed and gear.
The determined vehicle operating conditions can then be
communicated to a receiver, such as transmission control unit
115 and/or display 107, to effect the operating condition
change, step 390. Exemplary embodiments provide for gen-
erating an electronic recommendation signal corresponding
to the recommended vehicle operating conditions. Certain
embodiments provide for the recommendation signal to be
communicated to a transmission control unit, step 395, for
automated control of the transmission and engine control unit
(ECU) 102; other embodiments provide for the recommen-
dation signal to be communicated to the operator via display
107 to facilitate manual action by the operator, step 393.
Display 107 can be a touch-screen interface for convenient
data entry and is adapted to, amongst other things, indicate
optimized vehicle operating conditions to a vehicle operator.
Exemplary embodiments provide for alternate modes of feed-
back to the operator, including audio signals, haptic feedback
through throttle pedal, gear shifter and/or cruise control
switches. Exemplary embodiments provide for recommenda-
tions to be made to the operator concerning throttle and brake
control; that is, the display can convey instructions such as
“press throttle recommended” or “lift off throttle recom-
mended” or “press brake recommended” or “lift off brake
recommended” or “coast recommended.” Exemplary
embodiments provide for disabling the vehicle operating con-
dition management system 100 in response to an operator-
initiated event, such as, for example, as tapping the brakes or
pressing the accelerator. Exemplary embodiments provide for
module 105 to provide a recommendation for the operator to
disable cruise control. This recommendation can be commu-
nicated via display 107. Disabling output signals include
transmission gear, throttle and cruise control disable.

Occasionally it is not convenient for the vehicle operating
condition management system 100 to access or gain control
of the transmission gear system or transmission control unit.
In such situations it is not feasible for the vehicle operating
condition management system to provide a recommendation
of the transmission gear. Exemplary embodiments provide
for the vehicle operating condition management system to
provide a recommendation of vehicle speed based on a fuel
minimizing optimization that utilizes an engine map where
speed is a variable of control. Alternate embodiments accom-
modate vehicles having manual transmissions. When the
vehicle is operated with a manual transmission, the vehicle
does not have a transmission control unit so there can be no
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automatic control of the transmission. In such an embodiment
the recommended transmission gear is communicated to the
operator via display 107 as discussed above.

Exemplary embodiments provide a system for vehicle
operating condition management for a vehicle. The system
includes a vehicle parameter module containing data indica-
tive of at least one predetermined vehicle parameter, the at
least one predetermined vehicle parameter including at least
one of vehicle mass, vehicle drag, vehicle rolling resistance,
resistive force at lower gear, tire circumference, front area of
vehicle, powertrain torque loss, and engine friction. The sys-
tem further includes aroad terrain element module containing
data indicative of at least one road terrain element, the at least
one road terrain element including at least one of speed limit
changes, off ramp locations, fueling locations, road grade, air
density and traffic congestion. The system additionally
includes a vehicle operating condition module containing
data indicative of at least one current vehicle operating con-
dition, the at least one current vehicle operating condition
including current vehicle speed, lower vehicle speed target to
be reached, travel time, and distance to travel before reaching
lower vehicle speed target to be reached. And the system
includes a vehicle operating condition management module
adapted to perform a first optimization wherein one or more
vehicle optimization vectors are determined, determine
vehicle power based on the current vehicle operating condi-
tion data and the road terrain element data, and perform a
second optimization wherein an optimized vehicle operating
condition is determined, the optimized vehicle operating con-
dition comprising vehicle speed.

Exemplary embodiments provide a system and method for
vehicle operating condition management to be implemented
in computer programmable software and stored in computer
readable media. Such an embodiment would comprise a com-
puter readable storage medium encoded with computer
executable instructions, which, when executed by a proces-
sor, perform the method for vehicle operating condition man-
agement as disclosed above. Also, many aspects of the dis-
closure are described in terms of sequences of actions to be
performed by elements of a computer system or other hard-
ware capable of executing programmed instructions. It will
be recognized that in each of the embodiments, the various
actions could be performed by specialized circuits (e.g., dis-
crete logic gates interconnected to perform a specialized
function), by program instructions (software), such as pro-
gram modules, being executed by one or more processors, or
by a combination of both. Moreover, the disclosure can addi-
tionally be considered to be embodied within any form of
computer readable carrier, such as solid-state memory, mag-
netic disk, and optical disk containing an appropriate set of
computer instructions, such as program modules, and data
structures that would cause a processor to carry out the tech-
niques described herein. A computer-readable medium would
include the following: an electrical connection having one or
more wires, magnetic disk storage, magnetic cassettes, mag-
netic tape or other magnetic storage devices, a portable com-
puter diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only
memory (EPROM or Flash memory), or any other medium
capable of storing information. It should be noted that the
system of the present disclosure is illustrated and discussed
herein as having various modules and units which perform
particular functions. It should be understood that these mod-
ules and units are merely schematically illustrated based on
their function for clarity purposes, and do not necessarily
represent specific hardware or software. In this regard, these
modules, units and other components may be hardware and/
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or software implemented to substantially perform their par-
ticular functions explained herein. The various functions of
the different components can be combined or segregated as
hardware and/or software modules in any manner, and can be
useful separately or in combination. Thus, the various aspects
of the disclosure may be embodied in many different forms,
and all such forms are contemplated to be within the scope of
the disclosure.

While various embodiments in accordance with the present
disclosure have been shown and described, it is understood
that the disclosure is not limited thereto. For example, the
present disclosure manages the engine map and transmission
to provide a recommended solution that optimizes fuel con-
sumption in getting from one vehicle state to a target state.
Other embodiments can be employed that optimize for maxi-
mum freight efficiency and other embodiments can be
employed that optimize for minimum engine energy. Further,
the present disclosure may be changed, modified and further
applied by those skilled in the art. Therefore, this disclosure is
not limited to the detail shown and described previously, but
also includes all such changes and modifications.

We claim:

1. A vehicle operating condition management system com-
prising:

a communication module configured to transmit vehicle

operating condition data for a vehicle; and

acycle efficiency management module coupled to the com-

munication module, the cycle efficiency management
module configured to:

access an engine map of the vehicle, the engine map

including data corresponding to an engine speed and
engine torque for the engine of the vehicle;
predetermine a velocity profile to minimize fuel consump-
tion of the vehicle for a route from a source to a desti-
nation, the velocity profile predetermined at least in part
based on the accessed engine map and a determination
of a transition grade, the velocity profile providing a
plurality of velocity vectors, the velocity profile includ-
ing a first uphill velocity that is slower than a first down-
hill velocity for grades below the transition grade and a
second uphill velocity that is the same as a second down-
hill velocity for grades above the transition grade,
cause the velocity profile to be stored,
access the stored velocity profile during an execution of a
drive cycle along the route by the vehicle, and based on
receipt of route information obtained during the execu-
tion of the drive cycle along the route by the vehicle and
based on the stored velocity profile, determine a new
velocity vector for a discrete section of the route;

wherein the communication module transmits vehicle
operating condition data to one of a transmission control
unit or a display based on the new velocity vector.

2. The system according to claim 1, wherein the velocity
profile to minimize fuel consumption of the vehicle for aroute
from a source to a destination is with respect to a trip time and
wherein the new velocity vector for the discrete section of the
route is determined to satisfy the trip time to traverse the
route.

3. The system according to claim 1, further comprising
obtaining the route information at a plurality of intervals
during the execution of the drive cycle along the route by the
vehicle.

4. The system according to claim 1, wherein the velocity
profile is predetermined based on one or more of: vehicle
mass, vehicle drag, vehicle rolling resistance, resistive force
at lower gear, tire circumference, and vehicle front area.
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5. The system according to claim 1, wherein the route
information includes road terrain elements.

6. The system according to claim 5, wherein the road
terrain element include one or more of: route grade, speed
limit changes, off-ramp locations, fueling station locations,
air density, traffic patterns, position, and elevation.

7. The system according to claim 1, wherein the transmit-
ted vehicle operating condition data comprises a recommen-
dation based on the new velocity vector.

8. The system according to claim 1, wherein the recom-
mendation includes a speed reference.

9. The system according to claim 1, wherein the recom-
mendation includes a transmission gear.

10. The system according to claim 9, wherein the new
velocity vector is determined based on current vehicle speed.

11. The system according to claim 9, wherein the new
velocity vector is determined based on current transmission
gear.

12. A method of managing a vehicle operating condition
comprising:

accessing an engine map of the vehicle, the engine map

including data corresponding to an engine speed and
engine torque for the engine of the vehicle;
predetermining a velocity profile to minimize fuel con-
sumption of the vehicle for a route from a source to a
destination, the velocity profile predetermined at least in
part based on the accessed engine map and a determina-
tion of a transition grade, the velocity profile providing a
plurality of velocity vectors, the velocity profile includ-
ing a first uphill velocity that is slower than a first down-
hill velocity for grades below the transition grade and a
second uphill velocity that is the same as a second down-
hill velocity for grades above the transition grade;
causing the velocity profile to be stored;
accessing the stored velocity profile during an execution of
a drive cycle along the route by the vehicle; and

based on receipt of route information obtained during an
execution of a drive cycle along the route by the vehicle
and on the stored velocity profile, determining a new
velocity vector for a discrete section of the route;

transmitting vehicle operating condition data to one of a

transmission control unit or a display based on the new
velocity vector.

13. The method according to claim 12, wherein the velocity
profile to minimize fuel consumption ofthe vehicle for a route
from a source to a destination is with respect to a trip time and
wherein determining the new velocity vector for the discrete
section of the route includes determining the new velocity
vector to satisty a trip time to traverse the route.

14. The method according to claim 12, further comprising
obtaining the route information at a plurality of intervals
during the execution of the drive cycle along the route by the
vehicle.

15. The method according to claim 12, wherein the velocity
profile is predetermined based on one or more of: vehicle
mass, vehicle drag, vehicle rolling resistance, resistive force
at lower gear, tire circumference, vehicle front area.

16. The method according to claim 12, wherein the route
information includes road terrain elements.

17. The method according to claim 16, wherein the road
terrain element include one or more of: route grade, speed
limit changes, off-ramp locations, fueling station locations,
air density, traffic patterns, position and elevation.

18. The method according to claim 12, wherein the trans-
mitted vehicle operating condition data comprises a recom-
mendation based on the new velocity vector.
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19. The method according to claim 18, wherein the recom-
mendation includes a speed reference.

20. The method according to claim 18, wherein the recom-
mendation includes a transmission gear.

21. The method according to claim 12, wherein the new 5
velocity vector is determined based on current vehicle speed.

22. The method according to claim 12, wherein the new
velocity vector is determined based on current transmission
gear.
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